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Purpose:

• To understand SACE / IBDP / FIP (VET) requirements.

• To understand the subject selection process

• Provide Key dates for 2026 Subject Selection



Respect, Care & Compassion, Honesty

Key contacts:

Curriculum Coordinators:
HASS Ms Amanda Chandler
English Ms Sharmaine Mills
Maths Mr Sam Eager (Term 3)
Arts Ms Suriya Down
HPE Mr Adam Langley
Science Ms Kerry Pinchbeck
Tech Mr Ryan Brown/Ms Danielle Speer
Languages Ms Mercedes Puyo-Opitz

Assistant Principal Innovation in Curriculum and IBDP: Mr Ryan Brown
Student Wellbeing Leaders: Ms Jules Hannaford and Mr Alan Peat
Future Pathways Leader: Mr Ben Dening
Learning Support Coordinator: Mr Ben Young

Principal: Ms Cassie Dickeson (Term 3)
Deputy Principal: Ms Fran Charlton (Term 3)
AP Senior School: Ms Julie Mohtasham (Term 3)
AP Middle School: Ms Laryssa Montgomery
Assistant Principal Daily Operations: Ms Danielle Speer
SACE Coordinator: Ms Julie Mohtasham
Year 10 Leader: Ms Brooke Nykiel
Year 11 Leader: Mr Chris Jones (Term 3)
IGNITE Leader: Ms Amee Allison
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South 
Australian 

Certificate of 
Education

(SACE)

International 
Baccalaureate 

Diploma 
Programme

(IBDP)

Which path is right for you?
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SACE IBDP

Which path is right for you?

Allows more 
specialised
subject 
combinations

Students study 
more subjects over 
two years 

Assessment types 
are more diverse

Encourages 
broader subject 
choices

Students study less 
subjects in greater 
depth over two 
years

Assessment types 
can be more 
tailored
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

(SACE)
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The South Australian Certificate of 
Education (SACE)

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is a qualification that 
demonstrates you have acquired a certain level of knowledge and skills 
important to your job, study and training goals.

You’ll be awarded the SACE if you successfully complete requirements that 
include a range of skills and subjects you may study at school or may have 
acquired through other education, training or experience.

The SACE Journey



Respect, Care & Compassion, Honesty

How does the SACE work?

The SACE is made up of two parts: 

Stage 1 (which most students do in Year 11)
Stage 2 (which most students do in Year 12)

Students need to attain 200 credits to achieve the SACE. This is achieved through a combination of compulsory 
and elective subjects.

At Stage 1 student work will be assessed using an A to E grading system 
At Stage 2 student work will be assessed using an A+ to E–grading system 
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IBDP- What’s the difference?

The IBDP is one course studied over two years: 

Students study 6 subjects across a broader range of disciplines.

The IB focus on breadth of understanding is designed to keep options open to students, buy instilling a wide 
skill set.

The course is designed to promote student independence and self-management, similar to the expectations of 
a university setting.
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Achieving your SACE at Aberfoyle Park High School

Each subject or course that students successfully complete earns 'credits' towards the SACE.
To achieve the SACE, Students need to achieve at least 200 credits.

• The compulsory subjects at APHS make up 70 credits
• 10 credits for EIF (previously PLP) at Stage 1 (Completed during Year 10)
• 20 credits of English subjects (literacy requirement) (Completed during Year 11)
• 10 credits of Mathematics subjects (numeracy requirement) (Completed during Year 11)
• 10 credits for Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) at Stage 2 (Completed during Year 11)
• 10 credits of Connecting Identities and Futures (Integrated Learning) at Stage 1 (Completed during Year 11 )

Students also need to successfully complete at least 60 credits from Stage 2 subjects. 80 Stage 2 Credits an 
ATAR is required. (This can also include a approved completed Certificate III FIP  or one IBDP subject)

The remaining credits can be gained through additional Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects or Board-recognized 
courses. 
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Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) and 
University Entrance

For university entry, and to gain an ATAR, 
students need to achieve 90 credits at Stage 2, 
generally undertaken in Year 12.

At Stage 2, students take four Stage 2 Subjects, or 
FIP or IBDP equivalent (80 credits).

Note: Universities specify if there are required 
Stage 2 subjects for their courses.
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Year 10 into 11 Course Overview

All Aberfoyle Park High School Year 11 students undertake subjects up to 120 credits. This is made up of 60 
compulsory credits plus 60 elective credits. 10 credit subjects are semester courses (half year) and 20 credit 
subjects are full year courses.

The compulsory subjects are:

English (20 Credits)
Mathematics (10 Credits)
Connecting Identities and Futures (10 Credits @ Stage 1)
Activating Identities and Futures (10 Credits @ Stage 2)

Year 11 students will have the opportunity to choose 60 credits of elective subjects. They can also choose to 
undertake a FIP, however, they will still be required to choose a full load of subjects.
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Year 10 in 11 IBDP

For students looking to undertake the IBDP, the subject selection process is slightly less complex. Students choose one 
subject from each of the 6 disciplines, and this creates their learning pathway for the next two years.

Group 1: Language and Literature IB Language and Literature                     

Group 2: Language Acquisition IB Japanese        

IB Spanish

IB Beginners Spanish (Ab Initio)

IB Beginner’s French (Ab Initio)

Group 3: Individuals and Societies IB Environmental Systems and Societies

IB Psychology

IB Global Politics

Group 4: Science IB Chemistry

IB Environmental Systems and Societies

IB Physics

Group 5: Mathematics IB Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches

Group 6: The Arts IB Music

IB Film
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2026 Subject Selection Form – Year 10 into Stage 1

Key Points

Career Pathways

FIP

Tertiary 
Requirements

Number, in order, 
10 subjects 
(preferences 1 –
10) plus 3 reserves 
(preferences 11 –
13).
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Career Action Plans
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Stage 1 into Stage 2 Overview

All Aberfoyle Park High School Year 12 students undertake subjects up to 80 credits. 

The 80 credits can be made up using a combination of the following:

• Full Year, 20 Credit Subjects
• Semester Length, 10 Credit Subjects
• A mixture of 10 and/or 20 credit subjects and Vocational Education
• A two-year IBDP Subject

For the majority of students this will mean selecting 4 Stage 2 subjects. Students who choose a FIP will still pick 
a full load of subjects. Students continuing the study of an IBDP subject from stage 1 will only select three 20 
credit subjects.

There are no compulsory subjects for students in Year 12 at APHS as Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) is 
completed whilst they are in Year 11.
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Year 12 IBDP

Unlike SACE students, IBDP students do not choose different subjects for their second year of study.

The subject selection form allows students to indicate their desire to continue in the IBDP.

A student who has not studied the IBDP in year 11 is not able to choose IBDP subjects for year 12.



Respect, Care & Compassion, Honesty

2025 Subject Selection Form – Year 11 into Year 12

Key Points

My Senior 
School Pathway:  
IBDP or SACE

Vocational 
Education and 
Training

Tertiary 
Requirements

IBDP – tick one 
subject from 
each box.

SACE – number 
preferences in 
order totaling 80 
credits.



Respect, Care & Compassion, Honesty

Web Preferences
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Pathway Planning Sessions

• Tuesday 12 August 11 am to 7.00pm Year 10 into Year 11

• Thursday 14 August from 11am to 7:00pm Year 11 into Year 12

• Venue is the library

• Booking via Daymap

• No formal lessons for year 10s on Tuesday 12 August and no formal lessons 
for  11s on Thursday 14 August
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Course Counselling Preparation – Advice to students

Choosing what subjects to study in the SACE may seem daunting – there are lots of options.  Students need to 
be confident in the work they have done so far, ask the right questions and use the right resources in order to 
make informed choices that will get you where you want to go.

Review EIF
In EIF, students considered their strengths and interests – consider how these relate to the range of subjects 
available in Year 11 and Year 12. Have another look at the personal and learning goals your child identified, 
and think about how these might flow into choices about further study and work after they finish secondary 
school. Let their interests and strengths guide you and your child. 

Talk to teachers, parents and friends 
They may have an idea about the areas of learning they are interested in, such as the sciences, mathematics or 
humanities, but have they decided on the particular subjects they want to study? Pathway Planning 
Counsellors can advise them about the subjects offered at APHS, and what might fit best with their goals. It is 
not unusual for students not to know what they want to do when they leave school, however they should have 
some idea of whether they wish to pursue University, a FIP or employment post school.
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Course Counselling Preparation – Advice to students

Think about future career requirements
Consider the type of career you may want to enter after school, and what pathways there are to
that sort of career. If you want to study at university, you can use the SACE or the IBDP to gain an Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) for entry into courses in SA and around Australia. Some university courses also 
have required subjects. Many SACE students each year enter top universities around the world – if this is 
something you are interested in, you will want to look at the entry requirements. If you want to study at TAFE 
SA, you will be looking at getting a TAFE SA Entry Score, which has its own requirements.

Look at the SACE and IBO Websites
The ‘Subjects’ section of the SACE website has lots of information on the topics covered in each
subject – this should give you an idea of whether a particular subject is for you. You can use the information on 
the subject pages alongside the ‘Students Online’ tool to plan your SACE, look at different subject 
combinations and check your progress. Students Online can provide an overall picture of how you are doing in 
your SACE and how the subjects you choose can contribute to your certificate. www.sace.sa.edu.au. The IBO 
website also provides course and programme information. www.ibo.org

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.ibo.org/
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Course Counselling Preparation – Key Points

Things to consider:

• Short and long term goals
• Interests and aspirations – both in and beyond school, including further study or careers
• Strengths and passions
• Subject achievements thus far ( Refer to past school reports - Available on Day Map)
• Potential University/TAFE courses, including any required subjects for tertiary study
• Possible Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses for 2026
• Subjects at Aberfoyle Park High School to help prepare for possible future pathways
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Additional Information and Resources

www.sace.sa.edu.au

www.ibo.org

www.satac.edu.au

www.tafesa.edu.au

www.unisa.edu.au

Flinders University - Adelaide, South Australia - Flinders University

Adelaide University – South Australia's university for the future

VET in SACE | What is VET | VET | SACE - Vocational Education and Training - South Australian 
Certificate of Education

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
http://www.tafesa.edu.au/
http://www.unisa.edu.au/
https://www.flinders.edu.au/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/?utm_medium=paid_search&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=dom_brandlaunch_2025&utm_content=intra_brand&ef_id=Cj0KCQjw-NfDBhDyARIsAD-ILeDx0ZfE2Cw21zZrv42JkD8p_pl7a1lveSxgaY8uZvV-85-F7tJO9VQaAgIYEALw_wcB:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!16277!3!725986405813!p!!g!!adelaide%20uni!22046377327!173189570300&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22046377327&gclid=Cj0KCQjw-NfDBhDyARIsAD-ILeDx0ZfE2Cw21zZrv42JkD8p_pl7a1lveSxgaY8uZvV-85-F7tJO9VQaAgIYEALw_wcB
https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/web/vet/what-is-vet/vet-in-sace


Respect, Care & Compassion, Honesty

Flexible Industry Programs (VET) at 
Aberfoyle Park High School
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WHAT ARE FIPs?

Flexible Industry Pathways or FIPs used to be known as VET courses

• FIPs are endorsed by industry and recognised across Australia 

• A FIP as aimed to support students to achieve their SACE and support a successful transition 
opportunity post school via Entry Level Employment, Skilled Trades or Further Study.
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What are the Benefits of a Flexible Industry Pathway?

• It can assist young people to enter apprenticeships and traineeships while at school

• Students can gain a headstart on their career by building industry endorsed technical 
skills and high level personal management and transferrable skills

• Students can gain up to 150 of 200 SACE credits from FIPs 

• Some FIP courses can be used as a Year 12 subject for University entry
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Flexible Industry Pathways

• A FIP can be built around:
Off the Job Training

• Standalone VET courses at Certificate II or III Level

• Advanced Skills Clusters

• Introductory Skills Cluster

On the Job Training
• Via a Traineeship or Apprenticeship under a contract of training

• A combination of SACE subjects, Trade School/VET training, Paid Employment

The school supports the student to build a program of learning to build skills and experience to meet their 
goal post school
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                   Courses and options for future pathways
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Vocational Pathways 
at Aberfoyle Park High

• Certificate II Construction 

• Certificate III - ICT / Cyber Security
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Breakout session VET

• Application Processes
• VETRO

• Payment
• Venues
• Travel Arrangements
• School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships
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Breakout session IBDP

• Q and A
• What does learning look like in the IBDP?
• How is it assessed?
• IB and the ATAR
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Course Counselling Process – Summary of Key Dates
● Monday 28 July – Students watch relevant screen cast during WBfL lesson 2026 subject selection forms distributed

● Tuesday 12 August – Pathway Planning Day. All Year 10 students and parents can book an appointment time 
through Daymap to see a counsellor before subject confirmation. 11.00 – 7.00pm. Information has been sent home 
on how to book.

● Thursday 14 August - Pathway Planning Day. All Year 11 students and parents can book an appointment time 
through Daymap to see a counsellor before subject confirmation. 11.00 – 7.00pm. Information has been sent home 
on how to book and who with. 

● Monday 18 August – Year 10 and 11  students enter their selections into Web Preferences themselves during WBfL
once their course selection is signed off by parent/caregiver and checked by the Care Group teacher.
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Aberfoyle Park High School Curriculum Handbook
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Thank you
Q & A
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